Spektrum’s New DX8 (right)

The DX8 is indeed a step up   from the DX7, only one more channel but that's only were it

begins. It is a completely new platform, the software is unlike any current Spektrum Tx, it is

fully updatable via a SD card slot, when updates become available you can download the

update from the Internet onto the SD Card, plug it in your transmitter and there you have

it, no PC interfaces to worry about, no wires just a simple SD card. The radio itself has a built

in 30model memory but with the SD card that then becomes endless. The other neat feature

of the SD card is that you can transfer setups to any other DX8 with it, so you can

share your settings with your club mates with out having to go through every menu

and matching them manually. The case of the radio is similar to the popular DX6i, but

with a few changes to make it look and feel less plastic (that's not to put the DX6i

down, it's a great radio but it's at the entry level of 2.4 radios). The sides of the radio

are now slightly narrower and have rubber grips, this makes connection with sticks

more comfortable as your hand is better placed and much more natural. The case itself

has been manufactured with a few more curves so it looks less box like. The screen is

a LCD screen and is much larger than the DX6i or even the DX7, it uses the jog dial and

this has a more solid feel than before. It utilizes the 2048 resolution and 11ms frame

rate (where your servos allow) and this is further enhanced by ball raced stick gimbals,

which in my opinion have a huge affect on control feel and accuracy so I was really

glad to hear that. The radio is compatible with a 2s lipo or 9.6v NiMh pack, internally

the radio sorts all that out and another cool feature is that the charger is inbuilt, you

simply plug a 12v power supply into it and it will establish the polarity, the battery

type, it has over charge protection etc etc, a superb feature. The software is designed

to be simple yet effective, it has Aero, Heli and Glider modes, fully assignable switches,

flight modes, multiple mixes with multipoint adjustment or linear If you wish, an Aero

throttle curve (7point I believe), 3position switches on all the front switches, the top

switches are a mixture of 2 and 3 position, the top also has a rotary dial for whatever

you desire, flap adjustment, heli head speed etc. I only navigated the Aero mode, but

the heli mode has several great features, an electronic e ring so you can't max out your

cyclic and break things on the heli, also adjustable gyro gain depending on stick

position, which I believe could be useful, I'm not an expert on the heli side of things,

but it all looks great.

The biggest leap forward in the DX8 is its new telemetry system. A small neat unit that plugs into

the Data port of many of the current DSM2 receiver allows real-time data to be downloaded to

your transmitter, for example, Flight pack or Rx voltage on up to two batteries, imagine how

useful that will be, on giant scale or jets that are hugely expensive and with our

modern high end digital servos drawing many amps we will have the ability to monitor

the voltage second by second. Also offered on the telemetry system will be RPM

sensing, very useful on heli’s and planes, a temperature sensor, again highly useful on

electric models to monitor battery temperature or ESC/motor temps, from my

perspective on our new 43% model the ability to monitor the temperature of the rear

cylinder on the DA 200 will be a great comfort!! Not only do we have the telemetry the

software will store min/max for each value, so we can see after flight my pack dropped

to 7v at one point or I had a massive surge in temperature. To take it a stage further,

the software allows the user to set alarms at their own defined value, so for example

we can set a low voltage warning at any value we like, if our flight pack drops to that

value, the Tx will omit an audible alarm and/or vibrate, again depending on what you

desire, this will save many models. The telemetry system will work with any DSM2

Spektrum Rx that has a Data port. It also downloads the Rx’s RF performance, noting if

any, the number of Fades, Holds or Failsafe in flight, all displayed on the Transmitter,

doing away with the need for the Data logger, a real handy option when you consider

large planes, with hatches that you need to undo several screws to read the data

logger, it should mean people spend more time perfecting their Receiver Setup. I was

blown away by the DX8, it just seems to be such a step up from anything on the

market at the moment and will be competitively priced, I think people will see that’s it

a lot of radio and a lot more than what’s currently available.

The AR8000 8ch receiver and telemetry Unit (TM1100) & sensors
George then showed me the DX10t, this is a tray only radio and has been designed for

the European market, it uses the DX8’s software but to a different level again, all the

same features but many many more. It has up to 10 flight modes, on chatting to the

Spektrum Developer Chris, he explained how the Sailplane pilots use multiple flight

modes. The radio is designed to have interchangeable switch modules, which you

change depending on your function, so for example Aero modules will have different

switches compared to heli or sailplane, this is so you customize your transmitter

depending on what you need, if you need 20 switches for all your functions you have it

and so on. Like I say it’s a tray only radio and has inbuilt supports to attach your neck

strap and if has a really solid feel, not too heavy either. The sticks have what is known

as active trim, so if your trimming your model and you find you are holding in a lot of

right aileron, you get the model level by holding the stick over and then just tap the

button on the top of the stick, your trim will hold that position and in theory you could

trim your plane, heli or sailplane much more quickly. It also has a slightly different

aerial design, it still works in the same way but has a different shape, so it can fold

away into the radio. The sticks are also fully adjustable so you can change the angle to

suit your own comfort, it is a futurist looking radio and should be a real hit with the

Europeans, who use this style of radio more than US & Asian pilots.

Spektrum’s
