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In May 1971, a new 43 foot wingspan sailplane,
optimized for the enthusiast homebuilder was
introduced. Designer H. Einar “"Hank" Thor had
a vision for a small sailplane that would deliver
simplicity, docile handling & good cross-country SO YERARaN —| i
performance, all at a modest price, J\ |E
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Thor's company, California Sailplanes, sold ” “RpEa b ergreenned J REEsap
numbered plan sets; DSK (Duster Sailplane Kits) = so:}:::;es
to registered plan owners.For an even $2,000 -
about half the cost of a used 1-26 - a builder
could be on his way to a new Duster. (right) — C..g‘:i\
Every feature reflected Hank Thor's' desire to make )
the best possible cost /performance /utility tradeoffs. OTHER
No component was over 18 feet, mindful that it would Aﬁ'fDERS
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probably be built and stored at home, most likely in a
garage. The wooden structure matched the tools and skills of many amateur ] ASW- 20
builders. (Jim Maupin once claimed that it could be built with only a saber : Blau Maus
saw, disc sander and 3/8" drill.) The plywood kit made fast assembly possible, | || B°“é':s|:’“by
and gave a smooth exterior. The canopy was a plexiglas flat wrap, eliminating 1 CGY_4Y
the need for special forming. Like other successful homebuilt designs,it was ' DFS
well-planned with the builder/pilot in mind, was particularly fast to build from 6runau
a kit, offered a lot of performance for the price,& had an excellent builder Hol::::arx
support network. _SPECS LeBris
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LML BB e ettty ot Placard Airspeed....128 mph T6-2
sl e Max towing speed... 80 mph % Wright Glider
e R e e Stalling speed....... 40 mph
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Thanks to Kancho and Cam for
their help with this model
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The Duster has a hexagonal fuselage
contour from the nose to the fuselage,
and a triangular section after that.
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